
Annotated Bibliography

Overview
Students will create an annotated bibliography that reflects their research about Victorian England. This will include a research inquiry question and an evaluation of 
the usefulness of individual resources including:

• An article from a journal

• An article from an anthology

• A book

Rubric

5 (A) 3 (C) 1 (F)

Inquiry 
Question

Narrowed sufficiently for research. 
• Makes specific reference to novel.
• Seeks to clarify a specific claim about 

the accuracy of portrayal.

Somewhat narrowed but still problematically 
broad.

• Makes general reference to the novel.
• Seeks to clarify a general claim about 

the accuracy of portrayal.

Lacking or so general as to provide no guidance 
at all.

• Makes no specific reference to novel.
• Seeks to clarify no claim about the 

accuracy of portrayal.

Citation 
Formatting

No mistakes in formatting specifically regarding
• hanging indent,
• required punctuation,
• typographical details (italics).

Some mistakes in formatting. Mistakes are only 
in a few aspects of formatting and they are only 
occasionally a minor distraction to easy reading.

Substantial mistakes in formatting. Mistakes are 
in all aspects of formatting and are a distraction 
to easy reading.

Annotation 
Content

Annotation provides a full, clear overview of the 
resource. The annotation clearly explains its 
usefulness using specific references to the 
research question.

Annotation provides a generally clear overview of 
the resource but substantial questions remain 
due to a lack of detail. The annotation explains 
the usefulness of in general terms

Annotation provides only a bare minimum 
description of the resource and lacks a clear 
explanation of its usefulness or lack thereof.

Required 
Elements

All required elements present:
• five sources

◦ one journal article as source
◦ one book 

• at least one non-useful source but no 
more than two

Missing one element. Missing two elements.
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