Model research unit
Topic:  Mary Todd Lincoln’s insanity trial
Inquiry question:  Was Mary Todd Lincoln unjustly committed to an insane asylum in 1875? 
Assignment:  After researching the 1875 trial where Robert Lincoln asked the court to commit his mother, Mary Todd Lincoln, to an insane asylum, you and your partner will be asked to decide whether or not she was justly or unjustly committed. A minimum of five sources must be used.  Your presentation must reflect your research and include digital, multi-media components.  A complete bibliography of sources used must be included in the presentation materials.  At the conclusion of your presentation, you must clearly offer an opinion about the 1875 decision.  In addition to the historical information you find about Mrs. Lincoln’s mental state at the time, you may use your knowledge and research about mental illness as viewed through a modern lens.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]When answering the inquiry question, recognize that it requires an argumentative stance.  Use your knowledge of argument when developing a response.
Each step of the research process will be assessed, and the final presentation will be graded with a rubric.  Presentational skills will be assessed as well as the accuracy of the information included in the presentation.  Both members of the team must take an active role in the presentation and will be assessed separately. 
Sample Presentation: a sample presentation on the topic will be reviewed in class; however, the purpose in showing the powerpoint is to model not only what was done correctly, but also to demonstrate where the presentation could have been improved. 
Resources:  see packet
