
Which of the CRAP criteria is a problem area for the sources listed below, and why? Some may 
have more than one answer. The first one is done for you. 

1. You need to find out about the Apollo 13 disaster for a project in your science class. You find a .gov 
site that lists all of the United States space missions and lists the astronauts who served. The copyright 
date is 2005.
Problems: Not   Relevant  . Maybe not   Current  
Reasons: The website doesn’t talk specifically about Apollo 13 but lists a lot of missions. My project is only on Apollo 13. The 
material is a little old, but it’s probably okay because Apollo 13 happened way before 2005. However, there might be a problem if 
there’s been new information about Apollo 13 since 2005.     

2. You’re researching the use of steroids in professional sports. You find a .com website that discusses 
both sides of the steroid problem in professional sports – both why steroids are wrong and why some 
people feel compelled to use them. The website is anonymous and does not have a copyright date.
Problems: ______________________________________________________________
Reasons: ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

3. You’re trying to find out who your state representatives are and how to write to them about some 
concerns you have about public safety in your neighborhood. You find a .org website that lists the 
representatives of your state and how they feel about certain issues. The website places a red “x” next to 
representatives who feel a certain way about political issues and urges you not to vote for them. The 
website is authored by someone with a PhD, and it was updated last week.
Problems: _____________________________________________________________
Reasons: _____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

4. You’re looking for information on how to train two dogs to live in the same house. You find a .com 
site that advertises the services of a “pet whisperer” who can come to your house and train your dogs for 
you. The website is authored by the pet whisperer, and it was updated two weeks ago.
Problems: _____________________________________________________________
Reasons: _____________________________________________________________

5. You’re writing a report on why we should not ban smoking. You find a .org website that supports 
your views and lists multiple reasons why smoking is not harmful and how it helps the economy. It 
includes charts and statistics. The website is authored by a group called “Tobacco Executives United” 
and it was updated in 2009.
Problems: ______________________________________________________________
Reasons: _______________________________________________________________

6. You’re looking up information on the causes leading up to The American Revolution. You look up 
The American Revolution in the encyclopedia and find lots of information about specific battles. The 
authors of the encyclopedia are history professors and consultants. The copyright date is 2004.
Problems: _______________________________________________________________
Reasons: _______________________________________________________________


