Nighjohn

Initial ideas

· Lit circle introduction (http://www.lesn.appstate.edu/fryeem/Mike%20F%20lit%20circle/nightjohnlp1.htm)

· Reader's journal expansion (for each chapter)

Standards

8-1.1
Compare/contrast ideas within and across literary texts to make inferences. 

8-1.2
Explain the effect of point of view on a given literary text.

8-1.3
Interpret devices of figurative language (including extended metaphor, oxymoron, and paradox).

8-1.4
Analyze a given literary text to determine its theme.

8-1.5
Analyze the effect of the author’s craft (including tone and the use of imagery, flashback, foreshadowing, symbolism, irony, and allusion) on the meaning of literary texts.

8-1.6
Create responses to literary texts through a variety of methods (for example, written works, oral and auditory presentations, discussions, media productions, and the visual and performing arts). 

8-1.7
Compare/contrast literary texts from various genres (for example, poetry, drama, novels, and short stories).

8-1.8 
Read independently for extended periods of time for pleasure

8-3.1
Use context clues (for example, those that provide an example, a definition, a restatement, or a comparison/contrast) to generate the meanings of unfamiliar and multiple-meaning words. 

8-3.3
Interpret the meaning of idioms and euphemisms encountered in texts.

8-4.1 
Organize written works using prewriting techniques, discussions, graphic organizers, models, and outlines. 

8-4.3
Create multiple-paragraph compositions that include a central idea with supporting details and use appropriate transitions between paragraphs. 

8-5.2
Create narratives (for example, memoirs) that communicate the significance of particular personal relationships. 

Unit Objectives, Topics, and Products

 1  Topics

 1.1  Reading

 1.1.1  Voice

 1.1.2  Point of view

 1.1.3  Dialect

 1.1.4  Inferences

 1.2  Grammar

 1.2.1  Subject/verb agreement (taught indirectly via voice)

 1.3  Communication

 1.3.1  Discussion group etiquette

 1.3.2  Discussion group practice

 1.3.3  Literature circle introduction

 1.4  Writing

 1.4.1  Finding a topic

 1.4.2  Prewriting

 1.4.3  Basic paragraph structure

 2  Products

 2.1  Reader's journal

 2.2  Literacy memoir

Lesson Overview

 1  Introduction and anticipation: How does literacy change lives?

 1.1  Read aloud: Thank You, Mr. Falker

 1.2  Journal: Imagine life without literacy.

 1.3  Predictions about the book

 1.4  Mini-lesson on discussion group etiquette

 1.5  Discuss essential question

 1.6  Journal: Summarize discussion

 2  Chapter 1, 2: What is voice, and how is it created?

 2.1  Use shared reading to read the first chapter: After reading the first few pages, what does Paulsen’s style of writing tell us about Sarny? (She does not speak formal English.)

 2.2  Reading between the lines: making inferences

 2.3  Dialect, voice, and word choice

 2.3.1  Selections (drawn at random; seven groups); put in standard English

 2.3.1.1  (page 14) “I’m Sarny and they be thinking I’m dumb and maybe up to witchin’ and got a stuck tongue because when I birthed they say I come out wrong, come out all backwards and twixt-and-twinst.”

 2.3.1.2  (page 15) “...they be thinking because I don’t make noise and go to twattering all the time that I be dumb.”

 2.3.1.3  (page 15) “I’m Sarny and the other part of my name be the same as old Waller who wants to be master but is nothing.  Nothing.  I don’t back part of my name no more than I count old Waller himself. No more than I count spit.”

 2.3.1.4  (page 16) “Waller puts great store in the sticks and watches them like an old hawk watching the chicken pens.”

 2.3.1.5  (pages 16–17) “It isn’t for certain how old I am except for the sticks.... By the stick I am going into the same year as all the fingers on both hands, fold them down, then hold up the thumbs.”

 2.3.1.6  (page 17) “The house women are fond of leaving the window open and talking all their business right there.”

 2.3.1.7  (page 18) “I thinks of all the things I have learned that day and then I tries to add them to the things I learned the day before that. I’ve been doing that as long as I can remember, since I was almost just walking, and I remember all the parts of my life. If there is time of an evening and I haven’t been worked to the bone I can just lay there in the dark and think on all my time and remember it.”

 3  Chapter 3: How does the point of view affect a story?

 3.1  Listen to recording of reading in class

 3.2  Point of view

 3.2.1  Brainstorm different points of view from which the story might be told

 3.2.2  True Story of Three Little Pigs (E 398.245 SCIESZKA)

 3.2.3  Go over the standard points of view (first, second, third person)

 3.3  Passages for discussion

 3.3.1  Waller he brought Nightjohn into the main yard near the quarters out in the open, yelling and swearing at him. Yanking on the rope. Nightjohn he didn't have any clothes on, stood naked in the sun. […] Standing in the sun with the rope going from his neck up to the saddle, tired and sweating because Waller ran him. Dust all over him. Flies around his shoulders. (26, 7) 

 3.3.1.1  Waller's perspective

 3.3.1.2  Nightjohn's perspective

 3.3.2  Two times a day at the wooden trough – that's how we eat. Mornings they pour buttermilk down the trough and we dip cornbread in it and sometimes pieces of pork fat. We take turns on a calabash gourd for a dipper to get all the milk out except the little ones don't always get much of a turn and have to lick the bottom of the trough when its done. (29)

 3.3.2.1  Driver's perspective

 3.3.2.2  Children's perspective

 3.3.3  Sure is. Says one hundred. Then there's those three letters on the end. They don't work for me as a word. Just L B S – don't say a word. It must mean something to somebody (37)

 3.3.3.1  Illiterate white's perspective

 3.3.3.2  Waller's perspective

 3.4  Story: True Story of the Three Little Pigs

 3.5  “Till the End of the World” for point of view

 3.6  Create a 

 4  Chapter 4: Why is literacy important in the face of injustice?

 4.1  Teacher reads chapter

 4.2  Discussion:

 4.2.1  Why didn't the slave owners want the slaves to be literate?

 4.2.2  How could stories and history be passed down to other generations if those experiencing these things were not literate?

 4.3  Methods of recording

 4.3.1  Memorization (Iliad)

 4.3.2  Select literate class

 4.3.3  Spirituals

 4.4  Dramatizing conversation

 4.4.1  Pair students together. One student assumes the role of Mammy and the other the role of Nightjohn. 

 4.4.2  Nightjohn is determined to continue his practice of bringing literacy to slaves. Mammy sees only hard times ahead for everyone if Nightjohn refuses to abandon his mission. 

 4.4.3  Student pairs dramatize this conversation for approximately two minutes. 

 4.4.4  Students then reflect about their roles in this conversation.

 4.5  Discussion

 4.5.1  How does literacy lead to freedom?

 4.5.2  How has the internet changed literacy and the recording of injustice?

 4.6  Optional: Re-write chapter as newspaper article

 5  Chapter 5: What is my personal literacy history?

 5.1  Read aloud

 5.2  Reading habits writing

 5.2.1  Burke Reading Interview (questions on online form or board as technology resources dictate)

 5.2.2  Reading habits discussion

 5.2.2.1  Student pairs will interview each other about literacy issues using the Burke Reading Interview.

 5.2.2.2  Students will use the Burke Reading Interview to discuss themselves as readers.

 5.3  Predictions

 6  Chapter 6: How can we determine a character's motivation?

 6.1  Read aloud

 6.2  Character motivation

 6.2.1  Writing in journal

 6.2.2  Discussing

 6.3  My literacy memoir: getting ideas and choosing an experience

 6.3.1  Brainstorming and clustering (EoW 25-28)

 6.3.2  OWL Methods (http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/673/01/) (Go over and make brief methods sheet: “How do I get an idea for writing”)

 6.3.2.1  Twenty questions for writing (from  Jacqueline Berke's Twenty Questions for the Writer)

 6.3.2.1.1  What does X mean? (Definition)

 6.3.2.1.2  What are the various features of X? (Description)

 6.3.2.1.3  What are the component parts of X? (Simple Analysis)

 6.3.2.1.4  How is X made or done? (Process Analysis)

 6.3.2.1.5  How should X be made or done? (Directional Analysis)

 6.3.2.1.6  What is the essential function of X? (Functional Analysis)

 6.3.2.1.7  What are the causes of X? (Causal Analysis)

 6.3.2.1.8  What are the consequences of X? (Causal Analysis)

 6.3.2.1.9  What are the types of X? (Classification)

 6.3.2.1.10  How is X like or unlike Y? (Comparison)

 6.3.2.1.11  What is the present status of X? (Comparison)

 6.3.2.1.12  What is the significance of X? (Interpretation)

 6.3.2.1.13  What are the facts about X? (Reportage)

 6.3.2.1.14  How did X happen? (Narration)

 6.3.2.1.15  What kind of person is X? (Characterization/Profile)

 6.3.2.1.16  What is my personal response to X? (Reflection)

 6.3.2.1.17  What is my memory of X? (Reminiscence)

 6.3.2.1.18  What is the value of X? (Evaluation)

 6.3.2.1.19  What are the essential major points or features of X? (Summary)

 6.3.2.1.20  What case can be made for or against X? (Persuasion)

 6.3.3  Three questions for narrative (EoW 123)

 6.3.4  Discussions (exercises on EoW 124)

 7  Chapter 7: How has literacy changed my life?

 7.1  Starter: How many words can you make with A through J?

 7.2  Reading aloud

 7.3  Discussion quotes

 7.3.1  “If you can read this, thank a teacher.” (Anonymous Teacher)

 7.3.2  “The more that you read, the more things you will know.

 7.3.3  The more that you learn, the more places you'll go.”

 7.3.4  (Dr. Seuss)

 7.3.5  “The difference between the right word and the almost right word is the difference between lightning and a lightning bug.” (Mark Twain)

 7.3.6  “How can you dare teach a man to read until you've taught him everything else first?” (George Bernard Shaw)

 7.3.7  “'What is the use of a book”, thought Alice, “without pictures or conversations?” (Lewis Carroll)

 7.3.8  “Never judge a book by its movie.” (J. W. Eagan)

 7.3.9  “Never lend books, for no one ever returns them.” (Anatole France)

 7.3.10  “There is more treasure in books than in all the pirate's loot on Treasure Island.” (Walt Disney)

 7.4  Revision: any new ideas for writing?

 8  First draft: How do I create a first draft?

 8.1  Construction of memoir (PowerPoint)

 8.2  Planning and organizing

 8.3  Look at example first draft (EoW 130)

 8.4  Writing first draft

 9  Revising and editing: What are some steps I can take to revise my first draft?

 9.1  Evaluation guide (EoW 139)

 9.2  Adding revision notes (EoW  140)

 9.3  Peer editing

 10  Publishing: How should my finished product look?

 10.1  General guidelines for using word processor

 10.1.1  Stick with legible fonts:

 10.1.1.1  Georgia

 10.1.1.2  Tahoma

 10.1.1.3  Times New Roman

 10.1.1.4  Verdana

 10.1.2  Stick with reasonable font size (11 or 12 point)

 10.1.3  Avoid colors

 10.2  Publishing

 10.3  Possible blog publication?

Mini-lessons

 1  Prewriting

 1.1  Freewriting

 1.2  Brainstorming

 1.3  Clustering

 1.4  Outlining

 2  Enrichment

 2.1  http://www.teacherwebquest.com/IN/Kokomo/NightjohnReverseResearch/hf0.stm 

