Elements of Literature in Short Stories

Overview

This unit is designed to provide students with an introduction to written literary analysis. It will teach students the basics of the writing style and provide students and the teacher with four extensive practice and assessment engagements.

Each day will involve practicing writing about literature, with teacher modeling, pair work, and individual work. The focus will be on effective use of quotes to support one's argument.

Standards

E1-1.1
Compare/contrast ideas within and across literary texts to make inferences.

E1-1.2
Analyze the impact of point of view on literary texts.

E1-1.4
Analyze the relationship among character, plot, conflict, and theme in a given literary text.

E1-1.5
Analyze the effect of the author’s craft (including tone and the use of imagery, flashback, foreshadowing, symbolism, irony, and allusion) on the meaning of literary texts.

E1-1.6
Create responses to literary texts through a variety of methods (for example, written works, oral and auditory presentations, discussions, media productions, and the visual and performing arts).

E1-5.3
Create descriptions for use in other modes of written works (for example, narrative, expository, and persuasive).

E1-5.4
Create persuasive pieces (for example, editorials, essays, speeches, or reports) that develop a clearly stated thesis and use support (for example, facts, statistics, and firsthand accounts).

Daily Format

For each short story pair, we spend two days working on it and writing about it.

 1  Day one

 1.1  Starter: Read “Reading Focus” for the day

 1.2  Go over homework 

 1.2.1  Vocabulary reading: use “Your Turn” discussion prompts

 1.2.2  Group work: “Reading Focus” and notes (master sheet: reading skills)

 1.3  Go over model selection as group

 1.3.1  Model using quotes to answer essay prompt

 1.3.2  Essay prompts will be repeated in homework for day two

 1.4  Homework: Two short stories and selected questions

 2  Day two

 2.1  Go over both stories

 2.2  Review earlier stories with new vocab/skills

 2.3  Discuss the evening's “Writing About Literature” prompts

 2.4  Begin working as class on one prompt (Early lessons will include extensive teacher modeling; later lessons will rely more on pair work.)

 2.5  Homework: 

 2.5.1  Next section's Vocab and Reading Skill

 2.5.2  Writing About Literature

 2.5.2.1  Students will choose question to write a paragraph

 2.5.2.2  Each essay question will have steps provided

Writing About Literature

 1  Make sure you understand what the question is asking for.

 2  Don't assume the reader knows anything about the topic. These are not test questions; they're essay prompts. The purpose is to give you a focus for your essay; its not to provide you with an opportunity for a five sentence answer.

 3  Define/explain the elements of the question. If the question is asking about how the setting affects the plot, you need to describe both the setting and the plot. You need to do so, though, in a way that works toward answering the question. 

 4  Be specific. If you're writing about irony in a story, describe which type; don't simply say, “There's irony in this story.”

 5  It's important to quote the text directly to provide evidence of your assertions

Topics and Selections

 1  Plot and Setting

 1.1  Vocabulary (4)

 1.1.1  Plot

 1.1.1.1  Exposition

 1.1.1.2  Rising action

 1.1.1.3  Climax

 1.1.1.4  Falling action

 1.1.1.5  Resolution/Denoument

 1.1.2  Conflict

 1.1.2.1  External

 1.1.2.2  Internal

 1.1.3  Flashback

 1.1.4  Foreshadowing

 1.1.5  Suspense

 1.1.6  Setting

 1.1.7  Mood

 1.2  Reading Skills

 1.2.1  Predicting

 1.2.2  Tracing a Sequence of Events

 1.2.3  Visualizing

 1.3  Stories 

 1.3.1  “The Sniper” (10) (Model selection)

 1.3.2  “The Most Dangerous Game” (19)

 1.3.3  “Harrison Bergeron” (66)

 1.4  Writing About Literature

 1.4.1  How does the setting affect the conflict?

 1.4.2  What is the mood of the story?

 2  Character

 2.1  Vocabulary (124)

 2.1.1  Character types

 2.1.1.1  Protagonist

 2.1.1.2  Antagonist

 2.1.1.3  Round character

 2.1.1.4  Flat character

 2.1.1.5  Static character

 2.1.1.6  Dynamic character

 2.1.2  Motivation

 2.1.3  Characterization

 2.1.3.1  Direct characterization

 2.1.3.2  Indirect characterization

 2.2  Reading Skills: Analyzing a Character

 2.2.1  Making Inferences about Characters

 2.2.2  Making Inferences about Motivation

 2.2.3  Making Connections with Characters

 2.3  Stories

 2.3.1  “Old Man at the Bridge” (130) (Model selection)

 2.3.2  “Thank You, M'am” (134)

 2.3.3  “A Christmas Memory” (174)

 2.4  Writing About Literature

 2.4.1  Choose a story and explain how a character's own words in a conversation serve to develop the character.

 2.4.2  Describe the personality of one character. Support all characteristics with evidence from the text.

 3  Narrator and Voice

 3.1  Vocabulary (220)

 3.1.1  Narrator

 3.1.1.1  First person

 3.1.1.2  Third person

 3.1.1.2.1  Omniscient

 3.1.1.2.2  Limited

 3.1.2  Tone

 3.1.3  Voice

 3.2  Reading Skills (224)

 3.2.1  Asking Questions

 3.2.2  Drawing Conclusions

 3.2.3  Analyzing Narrator's Perspective

 3.3  Stories

 3.3.1  “In the Family” (226) (Model selection)

 3.3.2  “The Interlopers” (232)

 3.3.3  “The Cask of Amontillado” (285)

 3.4  Writing About Literature

 3.4.1  Discuss the effect point of view has on the story.

 3.4.2  Describe the tone of the story. Is it consistent throughout? Why did the author choose to create such a tone?

 4  Symbolism and Irony

 4.1  Vocabulary (320)

 4.1.1  Symbol

 4.1.2  Allegory

 4.1.3  Irony

 4.1.3.1  Verbal irony

 4.1.3.2  Situational irony

 4.1.3.3  Dramatic irony

 4.1.4  Ambiguity

 4.2  Reading Skills (324)

 4.2.1  Analyzing Details

 4.2.2  Analyzing Cause and Effect

 4.2.3  Reading Actively

 4.3  Stories

 4.3.1  “Peter and Rosa” (326) (Model selection)

 4.3.2  “The Necklace” (348)

 4.3.3  “The Gift of the Magi” (360)

 4.4  Writing About Literature

 4.4.1  What role does irony play in the stories? What type of irony can we see?

 4.4.2  (none)

