We Are Anne: Personal Lessons from Anne Frank

Diary Project

You will create a 10-12 entry diary modeled on Anne Frank's diary. Choose one of the following locations/historical events as your setting:

· Rwanda (Jean Kambanda, 1994)

· Cambodia (Pol Pot, 1975-79)

· Uganda (Idi Amin, 1969-1979)

· Yugoslavia (Slobodan Milosevic, 1992-96)

· Chile (Augusto Pinochet)

· China (Mao Ze-Dong 1958-61 and 1966-69)

· Turkey (Ismail Enver, 1915-20) 

· Afghanistan (Mullah Omar and the Taliban, 1986-2001)

· Darfur, Sudan (present day)

After deciding on a genocide, research the following questions:

· Who was being oppressed?

· Who was the oppressor?

· Why were the victims being oppressed (i.e., racial, political, ethnic, religious reasons)?

· What justification are the oppressors giving for their actions?

· What did the majority do? Did they support the oppression by choice or coercion?

· What was the world's reaction? Did anyone try to stop it?

A good general guideline is to be able to answer the Wh questions: who, what, where, when, why?

Once you have your research, begin creating a series of entries from the first person point of view, is if you yourself are being oppressed. Possible examples include:

· Where you hide, with a picture found on the Internet at creativecommons.com

· If outside forces tried to stop the oppression, perhaps you could write an entry in which you encounter one of the “rescuers.”

· How you got your food

· What it was like having to be silent

· An event that made you worried you were going to be found

In short, use your imagination.

While doing your research, make sure you note your source for later documentation. More on this in class.
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Research

Who was being oppressed?


Who was the oppressor?


Why were the victims being oppressed (i.e., racial, political, ethnic, religious reasons)?

What justification are the oppressors giving for their actions?


What did the majority do? Did they support the oppression by choice or coercion?


What was the world's reaction? Did anyone try to stop it?


Additional Notes

