How Is Writing an Essay Like a Treasure Hunt?
	Treasure Hunt
	Writing

	You’re planning a trip with a friend. “Let’s go somewhere! Let’s do something crazy!” he says. What’s the first thing you have to decide?
	Get a topic

	Once you have decided on a destination, what are three things you need?

1.  
	Pre-writing

	Now that you’ve gotten your supplies together, what do you have to do?
	Start writing

	As you’re going through the woods, you come to a river. On the map, there’s a bridge; in real life, nothing remains of the bridge. What are your options?
	False start / loaded content

	Once you solve the river problem, you begin wondering whether or not you locked your house before you left. And you find yourself thinking that you might not have turned off the computer. What do you do?
	Bracketing—forget about it and come back

	As you’re walking, you see on the map a river. When you get to the river, it turns out to be almost dried up. You think you might be able to walk upstream a little and cross it. It seems it might cut a lot out of your trip, improving your trip considerably. What do you do?
	Start looking for ways to make the essay better

	You make it to the treasure location. Now what?
	Finish up revisions and make a new, clean copy (our treasure)

	On the way home, the sack that the treasure is in starts to tear. What do you do?
	Proofreading 

	You’ve made it home. It’s a Sunday, so you can’t go to the bank. What’s the first thing you do with the treasure?
	Publishing
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